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Abstract not available for CN 1087583 

Abstract of corresponding document: EP0592198 

The present invention provides a tape printing 
device for printing a desirable series of 
characters on a tape and cutting the tape to a 
label of a desirable length, and also a tape 
cartridge used in the tape printing device. The 
tape cartridge has a characteristic element 
readably storing specific information on the tape 
such as a width of the tape. The tape printing 
device reads the characteristic element to control 
printing conditions according to the type of the 
tape cartridge. More specifically, the tape printing 
device determines a variety of parameters 
including a number of lines and character sizes of 
the character series printed on the tape as well 
as lengths of left and right margins. When a tape 
of a relatively large width is set in the tape 
cartridge, the device increases a rotation torque 
of a platen for feeding the tape. When a tape of a 
relatively small width is set in the tape cartridge, 
on the contrary } the device drives only specific 
dot elements in a range of the tape width out of 
all dot elements arranged on a printing head. The 
characteristic element of the tape cartridge stores 
the specific information expressed as depths of a 
plurality of holes or electric data. This specific 
information may be updated to identify a user or 
detect a residual amount of the tape. 
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